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Gripping accounts of all known fatal mishaps in the most famous of the World's Seven Natural

Wonders. Two veterans of decades of adventuring in Grand Canyon chronicle the first complete

and comprehensive history of Canyon misadventures. These episodes span the entire era of

visitation from the time of the first river exploration by John Wesley Powell and his crew of 1869 to

that of tourists falling off its rims in Y2K. These accounts of the 550 people who have met untimely

deaths in the Canyon set a new high water mark for offering the most astounding array of

adventures, misadventures, and life saving lessons published between any two covers. Over the

Edge promises to be the most intense yet informative book on Grand Canyon ever written.
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This is a very well researched book that lists all of the people who have perished in the Grand

Canyon.The book is morbidly fascinating. It starts with tumbles from the top (what many visitors

want to know about) and death on the trails. The book also covers air crashes into the canyon,

drive-offs (think Thelma & Louise), river drowning, suicides, murder and a few other odd ways

people have perished in the natural attraction Teddy Roosevelt said was the one site every

American should visit in their lifetime. There are even one or two snakebite victims and two or so

people who made tea from a deadly canyon flower with enough toxicity to kill a mule. Speaking of

mules, the mule rides down the canyon trails are very safe when compared to other modes of

enjoying the canyon. If you don't go in winter (when snow can bury the trail), I believe the record will

show that mules never go over the edge.The book is most interesting in the beginning. The topic of



death and tragedy are new, and the deaths are the most shocking (including people who backed up

right over the edge posing for pictures and men who went over trying to create their own waterfalls

when nature called). One does get used to the constant morbidity and toward the end the air crash

vignettes, suicides and murders lack the grip of the earlier free-fall victims. The authors also

sometimes throw in annoying "got-cha" lines that seem out of place (but not too often to ruin the

book).Where this book is instructive is in its analysis of death in the canyon. Stupid behavior,

ignoring warnings, not taking enough water on canyon hikes and swimming in the off-limits Colorado

River account for about 90% of the deaths recorded.

I was at the Grand Canyon North Rim a few weeks ago. Looking for information at the visitor's

office, I was cautioned that a hike into the canyon is extremely dangerous and difficult. This was

made clear both in the literature and by the person behind the desk. I was skeptical - I mean how

tough can hiking be - and wondered if these cautions were dramatic. The night before I was to hike

down, I wandered into the gift shop and flipped through this book. Before I could say "help!" I was

laying down bucks to take it back to my cabin for a nightly reading experience which ran from

incredulity to horror to fear for my own safety. Because of this book, I cautioned my hiking buddy not

to wander off the trail, not to pretend to be falling and to avoid the temptation to urinate over the

edge of a cliff (sorry ladies, it's a guy thing, and it's gotten a number of us killed). He later admitted

that he was, in fact, tempted to do all these things which proves how naturally we invite accidents.

Needlesstosay, after hearing about the intense heat and cases of dehydration we packed lots more

water. Despite the heat headaches and blisters at the end of the day, it was a fantastic hike that

ended with an awesome respect for nature.This book breaks through the assumption that a national

park can be visited with the same indifference to safety as an amusement or theme park. It is written

in a surprising straight-forward manner with direct comments on safety. There are discussions about

how some deaths could have been avoided, as well as intelligent and professional assessments

regarding events surrounding obscure or unwitnessed accidents. Accidents of all manner are

organized and discussed: on the rim of the Grand Canyon (picture-taking on the rim can become a

nearly fatal activity!
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